Gender Politics and U.S. Cultural Lag: A Comparative Analysis of
Executive Female Leadership

United States Coast Guard Academy

This paper compares the attainment of national political office by women in the
United States with that in other industrialized and newly emerging democracies,
focusing on the election of women to chief executive leadership positions. The
analysis will specifically focus on Great Britain, the Philippines and India in
comparison to the United States. A theme of this analysis will be the identification
of factors that affect the candidacy and election of women to the highest level of
political office — in particular, the offices of president and prime minister. The
analysis will also consider why the U.S. has been less progressive in this area than
other countries.

“The day will come when men will recognize women as his peer, not only at the
fireside, but in councils of the nation. Then, and not until then, will there be the
perfect comradeship, the ideal union between the sexes that shall result in the
highest development of the race.”

-Susan B. Anthony!
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A female president would be better, worse, or not different from a male
president handling ...
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When will the country be ready for a woman as its president?

B Never

M In 50 years
OIn 20 years
OlIn 10 years

M in 5 years
B Now
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