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Many aspects of a military conflict contribute to its success, including
military strength, public support, and strategic planning. The role of
multilateralism in modern conflicts has been evolving over the past centuries. In
her book 1" # $ "% %& - :
Martha Finnemore argues that “unilateral intervention, even for humanitarian
purposes, is normatively suspect in contemporary politics and that states will work
hard to construct multilateral coalitions for this purpose.”® Reflecting this trend,
the US has pursued multilateral action in the majority of its conflicts since the end
of the Cold War. Although multilateralism’s role in adding legitimacy to military
action and lowering the monetary and physical costs experienced by each state in
the coalition is widely accepted, its function as an asset in the search for military
success has been debated. According to James Johnson, success in the use of
military force can be defined as *““the use of force . . . which establishes conditions
for order, justice, and peace by eliminating the threats posed to them.””? 1 will
expand this definition of success by applying a combination of the jus ad bellum
requirements of Just War Theory with an analysis of international public opinion
surrounding the intervention. By evaluating the success attained by the United
States in three modern interventions, the Persian Gulf War, the conflict in
Afghanistan, and the current war in Iraq, and viewing those successes in light of
the type of military action pursued by the US, I will argue that multilateralism
results in a higher degree of success in modern international conflict.
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