BEYOND CIVILITY AND TOLERANCE:
THE ADMINISTRATION’S VITAL ROLE IN FORGING
AMERICAN UNITY THROUGH RESPECTFUL
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE OPPOSITION

Smith College

Modern presidents have tended to initially ignore or reject both intra-party and
other-party opposition input concerning their administrations’ intended signature
initiatives. Enough anecdotal evidence exists of the perils inherent in that approach
to argue for its re-examination — the ill fates of the current President’s Social
Security reform initiative, of President Carter’s National Energy Plan and of
President Reagan’s first attempt at Social Security reform are only three recent
examples. Moreover, such reconsideration is also indicated by evidence that when
necessity has forced a reluctant administration to accept opposition input toward
formulation and enactment of its major policy initiatives, the results have been
salutary for the policy, the administration, the opposition and national unity.
President Reagan’s second attempt at Social Security reform, and President
Johnson’s triumph with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are illuminating case studies.

Introduction — E President Unum (From the President, One)
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Beyond Civility — Common Sense and Case Studies on Inclusiveness
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Case Studies 1 and 2: Reagan and Bush II Tackle Social Security
Reform
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Case Study 3: Carter Takes on National Energy Policy
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Case Study 4: President Johnson and the Civil Rights Act of 1964
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